COMMISSIONERS’ JOURNAL #315    CLERMONT COUNTY     SPECIAL SESSION      03/13/18

THE DULY ELECTED MEMBERS OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF CLERMONT COUNTY, OHIO, MET FOR A SPECIAL SESSION ON MARCH 13, 2018 AT CLERMONT NORTHEASTERN HIGH SCHOOL, 5327 HUTCHINSON ROAD, BATAVIA, OHIO 45103, WITH THE FOLLOWING MEMBERS PRESENT: EDWIN H. HUMPHREY, PRESIDENT, DAVID L. PAINTER, VICE PRESIDENT, AND DAVID H. UIBLE, MEMBER.  THE MEETING WAS CALLED TO ORDER SHORTLY AFTER 7:00 P.M. BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE BOARD WITH THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO OUR FLAG.

IN RE:	BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS...SPECIAL SESSION FOR PROJECT NUMBER 6402-60116 & 6402-60117 RELATIVE TO THE NEWTOWNSVILLE WASTE WATER TREATMENT PLANT & COLLECTIONS SYSTEMS PROJECT SITUATED WITHIN WAYNE TOWNSHIP…17-0807-003

LET THE RECORD SHOW: That a Special Session was scheduled at 7:00 p.m. this date and was called to order shortly after 7:00 p.m. at Clermont Northeastern High School, 5327 Hutchinson Road, Batavia, Ohio 45103, to afford public comment on the proposed Newtonsville Waste Water Treatment Plant & Collections System project identified as Project Number 6402-60116 & 6402-60117 located within Wayne Township pursuant to the adoption of Resolution Number 034-18 on 03/07/18. 

***This Special Session was recorded and videotaped and either/or are available for public inspection Monday through Friday between the hours of 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. local time.  A court reporter, employed by Tri-County Reporting Transcript Services, was present to record and prepare an official transcript of this meeting and the transcript will be available for review upon receipt thereof during the aforestated days and hours of operation. A sign-in sheet of all those in attendance is hereby made a part of the official record.***

Lyle Bloom, Sanitary Engineer and Director of Utilities, Clermont County Water Resources Department, presented a Powerpoint presentation to those in attendance. Mr. Bloom provided a recap of the survey responses received after the September 25, 2017 Public Hearing and November 3, 2017 informational mailing and request for response. Mr. Bloom addressed the comments and concerns that were expressed on the surveys; including cost, project design, and concerns for future growth and development. Mr. Bloom reviewed the existing project designs that have been examined by the water resources department. 

Robert Wildey, Clermont County Public Health, presented a Powerpoint presentation to those in attendance.  Mr. Wildey stated the concerns that the Clermont County General Health District has and the reason the Clermont County General Health District strongly supports a sewer system for the Village of Newtonsville. He reviewed the 2017 stream sampling results as well as the 2011 Newtonsville system surveys. Mr. Wildey addressed survey respondents who indicated that it is the responsibility of each homeowner to maintain their own system. He discussed the failing systems, the environmental impact, the cost of system replacements, the inability to develop available lots, and the impact caused by septic issues on neighboring sites.  

Mr. Bloom responded to a question regarding availability of assessment information. 

Dawn Rounds inquired if any surveys have been done since 2011. Mr. Wildey responded that no further surveys have been completed.  

Commissioner Uible asked for clarification regarding Mr. Wildey’s previous statement regarding what the Health District would do in the event no system is put in place. Mr. Wildey indicated that it would most likely involve dye testing to locate where the system failures are coming from. He believes most systems would be subject to replacements not repairs. 

Mr. Wildey responded to a question regarding repairs of existing systems that have failed. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Elizabeth Kramer inquired as to the last time the property owner on Cedarville rd. was approached regarding the property that was initially selected for a waste water treatment plant site. Mr. Rowland indicated that it was done in 2011. Ms. Kramer expressed concerns about how much land is needed to sink the tank as well as the easement. 

Mr. Bloom reviewed the timeline on the use of the USDA grant and expressed concerns that if they redesign the whole project they will not be able to complete it in time. 

Commissioner Humphrey inquired as to how much has been spent on the current design. Mr. Bloom responded that $800,000 has been invested in design and necessary studies to date. 

Scott Kramer inquired as to the proposed amortization rates. Mr. Bloom indicated that the amount would be shown on the tax duplicate twice a year. Mr. Kramer indicated that 23% more for a true gravity system would only cost $17 more a month and that he is in support of the true gravity system. 

Commissioner Painter addressed those in attendance and asked for a show of hands regarding the property owners preferred project design. 

Shandra Doughman asked for clarification regarding the proposed designs. Mr. Bloom explained that since the site on Cedarville Rd. was not available, due to the owner being unwilling to sell, the current proposed designs for the Wastewater Treatment Plant were based on the second preferred location. To reconsider the site on Cedarville Rd. would require that the design process start all over. Ms. Doughman asked if parcel owners could be given the option to place tanks on their property for some financial incentive so that other property owners did not have to have one. She indicated that she would like the commissioners to adopt the gravity system.  

Kelly Reynolds asked when decisions will be made. 

Don Wilson addressed the board regarding his preference for a gravity system. He also addressed Mr. Wildey with concerns about the Board of Health inspectors and inspections. 

Mr. Bloom indicated that the next step in the decision making process would be a Board of County Commissioners resolution determing to proceed or not to proceed, easements, going out to bid, award of contracts, and construction. 

Elizabeth Kramer inquired what the commissioners need from the village residents to make a determination. Ms. Kramer expressed a willingness to go door to door with a petition or comment sheet to get more responses. Mr. Bloom indicated that an additional mailing will be completed by the Water Resources Department and they will allow an additional 30 days for responses to be received.  

Kim Manning inquired as to the assessment amounts as it relates to the gravity system. Mr. Bloom reminded everyone that these amounts are engineer’s estimates which are generally conservative. When the project is completed the assessments would be based on actual project costs. 

Teresa Hinners thanked the commissioners for taking the time and making the effort to elicit responses from the residents and she expressed concerns about the impact that these issues are having on the health of the residents. She does not feel the cheapest method is the best method. 

Roger Musil stated that his property is not in the Village of Newtownsville. He inquired as to how much it would cost to tap into the new system. Mr. Bloom indicated that he would further look into this for Mr. Musil. 

Larry Brokamp stated that he is in favor of either the gravity or step system. He believes it’s never going to get any cheaper than this to replace it. 

Shandra Doughman stated that it is unfair to the property owners that there has been no intervention from the county on failing systems. 

Sandy Borchers addressed the board regarding health issues and failing systems. She believes that residents should have to fix their systems since it will take two years for the project completion.

John Riehle expressed his concerns with the size of the tank and the maintenance schedule. He indicated that he would like to have a system installed but indicated that the cost distribution should be equal.  

Unnamed man inquired about the 2011 survey. Mr. Wildey stated that the only current inspection information is pass/fail. 

Leonard Walker inquired as to the depth of the mainline on state route 131. Mr. Bloom indicated that they are usually 10 ft. deep but that the depth can vary. 

Commissioner Humphrey expressed his appreciation for the resident’s attendance and participation.  

IN RE:	ADJOURNMENT...APPROVED

Moved by Mr. Painter, seconded by Mr. Uible, that the Board of County Commissioners approve the following recommendation:

That the Board of County Commissioners, noting no further business to come before the commission for legislative action, adjourned this Special Session at 8:29 p.m. Until the next regularly scheduled session to be held at a later date.

Upon roll call on the foregoing motion, the vote was as follows:

Mr. Painter, yes;            Mr. Uible, yes;         Mr. Humphrey, aye.
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